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Abstract

This study examines preschool-primary school articulation in Taiwan
and Japan from legal and policy perspectives. Preschool-primary
articulation, the transition from early childhood education to primary
education, significantly influences children’s learning attitudes,
adaptability, and school readiness. In Taiwan, preschools and primary
schools fall under different educational stages, resulting in a lack of
clear legal framework and systemic integration for articulation.
Practices often remain at the administrative guidance or pilot level,
emphasizing formal rather than substantive continuity. In contrast,
Japan’s approach is grounded in a clear legal foundation. The Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT)
promotes articulation through revisions to two curriculum guidelines,
designating a two-year “bridging period” from the final year of
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preschool to first grade and encouraging collaboration between
preschools and primary schools to create a continuous learning
trajectory. Policy highlights include integrating common curriculum
elements, aligning early childhood curricula with competency-based
objectives, and linking them to national educational reforms. Despite
shared emphasis on articulation, both countries face challenges,
including gaps between policy and practice, insufficient teacher
collaboration, and parental misconceptions. This study recommends
that Taiwan can enhance its articulation system by strengthening legal
framework, clarify responsibilities for teacher collaboration, and
establish cross-stage coordination platforms and support systems to

achieve effective preschool-primary articulation.

Keywords: Japan, preschool-primary school articulation, educational

laws, curriculum guidelines
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