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The rise and fall of a school-teacher
association: Why teachers join or leave

Ruan Guang Xun
Abstract

This study focuses on the establishment and dissolution of school-teacher
associations, choosing a school-teacher association which had been dissolved to
perform a case study. The findings were explained in accordance with pressure
group theory. The findings show that: 1. Teachers join or do not join the Teacher
Association according to their interests. II. The reasons why teachers quit the
Teacher Association show a high degree of consistency and are diverse. Not only
resorting to personal benefits, but also taking into account their overall interests.
III. The reasons for the dissolution of this Teacher Association were the same as
why teachers quit the Teacher Association. Democratization was the main reason
for disbanding this Teacher Association. “Never get off” teachers didn’t support
the re-formulation of the Teacher Association because it had completed its task.
All “halfway oft” teachers and “never on the train” teachers agreed to reform the
Teacher Association and form a professional organization for teachers. Finally, the

study proposes some opinions about reforming the Teacher Association.

Keywords: school-teacher association ~ interest group * case study
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